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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. * 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dolinski 
et al in view of Gardner. 

Dolinski et al shows an installation tool comprising a threaded rod 150, a bushing 
170, and a threaded drive nut 160 having a cylindrical neck section. 

Gardner broadly teaches that an installation tool can have multiple parts of 

it 

different sizes (eg., Figure 2 of Gardner) that may be interchanged to adapt the tool to 
different objects to be installed. 

To make multiples of any of the individual tool parts (eg., threaded rod, bushing, 
and drive nut) of the Dkolinski et al tool such that each tool part has a different size 
would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in 
view of the broad teaching of Gardner et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this in order to universally adapt the Dolinski et al tool to different 
sized objects. The type of object being engaged by the tool is a matter of intended use 
that has no patentable significance. 

Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dolinski et al in view of Gardner et al supra and further in view of Swanson. 

Swanson teaches the use of a puller tool utilizing a threaded rod wherein a 
washer and a spacer are only sometimes part of the puller tool. To provide a washer 
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and spacer in the above applied tool of Dolinski et al in view of Gardner et al would 
have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in view 
of the disclosure of Swanson. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been * 
motivated to do this in order to desirably space the working end of the tool from the 
object as desired depending on the configuration of the object. 

Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert C. Watson whose telephone number is 571 272- 



4498. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. , 5:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail III can be reached on 571 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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